Beginning With Christ - “DRAWING NEAR TO GOD” SERIES


(Lesson 1 - Teacher’s Notes)





WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT SPIRITUAL GROWTH?








Introduction: 


This class is for the benefit of young Christians - if you recently invited Christ into your life… congratulations! Welcome to the family of God!





Illustration: compare nurture of spiritual babes with a newborn baby








WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF SPIRITUAL 											GROWTH	





	A. Ephesians 4:15 “Grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, 					 even Christ”				





	B. II Thessalonians 1:3 “Your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love 					          of each one of you toward one another 					          grows even greater.”	





	C. Hebrews 6:1 “Let us press on to maturity.”				





I Peter 2:2 “Grow in respect to salvation.”												


II Peter 3:18 “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 			       Savior Jesus Christ”








SPIRITUAL GROWTH IS GOD’S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE





Sounds exciting, doesn’t it?





Sadly, many Christians never mature


Satisfied in being saved but never grow beyond that experience





	Illustration: How sad parents would be if their never grew up 				          physically/never matured


	        (point) how sad our heavenly Father might feel if we never grow 			          spiritually





WITH GOD’S HELP YOU CAN GROW SPIRITUALLY!





The Parable of The Seed and The Sower (Mark 4:1-20)                                                





	1. Jesus desires to teach us through the Word/Bible


		a. this is God’s message (love letter) to mankind





	2. A closer look at the 4 types of “soil” (Discuss)


		a. “the path” = hard; no penetration; non-receptive





		b. “the rocky soil” = receive joyfully with zeal but short lived


1) perhaps they rely to much on feelings; the need for an     emotional “experience”


 	


c. “among thorns” = too concerned with “worldly” things to           grow spiritually 


	e.g. - prestige (pursuit of wealth)


	       - power (getting to the “top”)


                                 	    - pleasure (do your own thing without respect to God’s will for your life)





d. “good soil” = grows and produces good “fruit”, beneficial 


                 to God’s kingdom





	3. God desires that every heart be “good soil” 





		- Will you let Him make the soil of your heart rich?








IV. How will it happen? What can I do? 





	Application:


1) an open/receptive attitude towards God’s instructions from His Word as you hear or read it





 2) a willing attitude to apply it to your life

















	





�
“What’s so Important About Spiritual Growth?”


(#1)





I.   What the Bible says about the __________________


     of spiritual growth.





     A.   Ephesians 4:15  “______________________in


            all aspects into Him, who is the Head, even


            Christ.”





B.    2 Thessalonians 1:3  “Your faith is greatly           


enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another ___________________ even greater.”





     C.    Hebrews 6:1  “Let us _____________ _________


             to maturity.”





D.    1 Peter 2:2  “________________ in respect to  


        salvation.”





     E.    2 Peter 3:18  “Grow in the grace and           


             _____________ of our Lord and Savior Jesus         


             Christ.”





II.  Spiritual growth is ____________  _____________ for


      your life.





III. With __________ ____________ you can grow 


     spiritually!





     A.   The Parable of the Seed and the Sower (Mark 4:1-


            20)





            1.   Jesus desires to teach us through the 


                  __________/__________.








            2.   A closer look at the 4 types of “soil”.





                  a.   “the _________”





                  b.   “the __________ soil”





                  c.   “among _________”





                  d.   “_________ soil”





           3.   God desires that every heart be “good soil.”





           * Will you let Him make the soil of your heart rich?








IV.   How will it happen?  What can I do?





        A.   an open/receptive __________ towards God’s


               instruction from His Word as you hear and


               read it





        B.    a willing ______________ to apply it to your life


     





