Beginning With Christ - “DRAWING NEAR  TO GOD” SERIES

 (Lesson 2 ‑ Teacher's Notes)

        "I CAN WORSHIP GOD AT THE BEACH...CAN'T I?"
Opening Question:

    (10 min.)  

Many have said, "But I don't have to go to church to be a Christian". Yes, that’s true. But going to church should be like going to the bus station. It doesn't take you to your destination (heaven), but it's a good place to meet the bus (Jesus Christ) who will take you there!  Whereas attending church isn't a ticket to heaven, it should be a "training ground" in preparation for heaven! Think of the student who doesn't show up for classes; the athlete who doesn't come to practice; the soldier who is absent without leave...  If our faith is strong enough to get to heaven, it should be strong enough to get us to church.

I. WHAT IS THE CHURCH ? [Make this a discussion question:  What would you say...      





    What do you think?]

    A. What it is not:

         1. It's not a " building " but a group of born again believers meeting                            
   for worship, fellowship, etc.  

             (Look up and read Acts 2:42-47)



a.  There are local churches (fellowships) like Westgate Chapel



b.  Then there is God’s “universal” church comprised of all in this world 



     who have trusted in Jesus  (see Acts 4:12)

    B. What it is:

         1. "Church" means "the Lord's "; the cherished possession of Jesus Christ

a. Jesus calls it, "My church" - Matthew 16:18 “And I tell you that you are 

     Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

     overcome it.”

         2. Metaphors that describe the church:  

a.  The body of Christ - Colossians 1:18  “And he is the head of the body, the 

      church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 

      everything he might have the supremacy.



      
1) Jesus is the head, we are the body  parts

                  

    [Illustration] just like a body the parts are important and not to 




    remain in isolation... a finger needs the rest of the body to 




    survive!  Toe, eye, ear, etc..

             
 b. The bride of Christ - Revelation 19:7‑8  “Let us rejoice and be glad and 

       give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made 

       herself ready.  Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen 

       stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)


     (also 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:22‑23)

                                1) He loves her (the church); so should  we

             
c. The branches of Christ - Look up John 15:1‑8 

                   

1) where the fruit is produced

             
d. As the building of Christ - Ephesians 2:19‑22 “Consequently, you are no 

     longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of 

     God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 

     Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined 

     together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are 

     being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”

                   

1) a place where someone lives and works

             
e. Sheep who need to stay  together in one flock - Luke 15:4‑6 “Suppose 

     one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the 

     ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And 

     when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls 

     his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my 

     lost sheep.'”

             
f. Soldiers who are active in God's army - 2 Timothy 2:3  “Endure hardship 



    with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
                     g.  Citizens of God’s kingdom, where our citizenship is in Heaven.



     Philippians 3:20  ‑ “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 

      Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ”

                      h. Priests who serve in the same temple entered into the “Holy of 



     Holies” (the presence of god) in behalf of others. God didn't create 



     us to live and serve Him in isolation, He desires us to care and serve 



     one another.  - 1 Peter 2:5  “You also, like living stones, are being built into a 

      spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

      God through Jesus Christ.

II. WHAT KIND OF CHURCH SHOULD WE BE (ATTEND)?

   
 A.  A Christ centered church

        

 1. Worship focused on the Lord Jesus Christ

        

 2. Where Christ is not merely looked upon as a good Teacher or moral 



     example but as the crucified Savior and living Lord

   
 B.  A church that emphasizes the new birth in Christ

         

1. Where it is clear that people are made aware of the necessity of a 



    conversion experience

    
C. A church that teaches and preaches the Word of God

        

 1. To build your faith, give you wisdom, train in godliness, and help  



     you grow

    
D. A loving church

       
   
 1. John 13:35 "By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if  



     you have love for one another"

             

 a) where "outsiders" easily become "insiders"

    
E. A church with a sense of mission

         

1. "A Great Commission Church" - Matthew 28:19‑20  “Therefore go and 

     make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

     Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have    

     commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

             

 a) outreaching

             

 b) growing

              

 c) not satisfied to nurture itself without seeking to win lost 




     people  to Christ

III. DON’T LOOK FOR THE PERFECT CHURCH

    
A. There's no such thing; the church is made up of fallen, sinful, imperfect 


     people

IV. WHAT ABOUT CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ?

    
A. It's biblical; churches were formed in New Testament times 
  
 
    


    (See Revelation 1:4 for some examples)

    
B. It is a tangible expression of the spiritual bond that unites every Christian 


    with Christ and with other Christians

    
C. It serves to join God's people together for His purposes and service

    
D. For more on this attend the "Membership Class"


    [Teacher: The membership class is where we want to encourage and direct 


    this group to attend at the conclusion of the Beginning With Christ – 


    Walking With God Daily series.]

Caring Time:  From our study today, it is easy to see that God desires for us to come together not only for worship, but also to care for one another.  It is a priviledge we have and it’s by God’s design.  One way we care for one another is to pray for others.

Today, how can we care and be of help to one another through prayer?

"I Can Worship God At The Beach...Can't I?"          

 (#2)


I. What is the _________ ?

     A. What it is not:

        1. It's not a " ____________ " but a group of born again believers 


(Look up & read Acts 4:42-47)



a.  Local churches



b.  God’s “universal” church



      (See Acts 4:12)

     B. What it is:

        1. "church" means "the __________ "

             a. "My church" - Matthew 16:18 “And I tell you that you are 

     Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

     gates of Hades will not overcome it.”

        2. Metaphors that describe the church:

             a.  The _______ of Christ - Colossians 1:18 ”And he is the 

     head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 

     firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 

     might have the supremacy.
 

             b. The ________ of Christ -  Revelation 19:7‑8 “Let us rejoice 

     and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the 

     Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 

     Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine 

      linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)


      (also 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:22‑23)                 

             c.  The ___________ of Christ - Look up John 15:1‑8   

                  1) where the fruit is produced

             d.  As the ____________ of Christ - Ephesians 2:19‑‑22 

     “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, 

     but fellow citizens with God's people and members of 

    God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles 

     and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief    

     cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined together 

     and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him 

     you too are being built together to become a dwelling in 

     which God lives by his Spirit.

             e.  ___________ who need to stay  together in one flock


     Luke 15:4‑6 ‑ "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep 

     and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine 

     in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he 

     finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his 

     shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 

     neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have 

     found my lost sheep.'”         

             f.   ______________ who are active in God's army 


     2 Timothy 2:3 “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier 


     of Christ Jesus.
             g.  Citizens of God’s kingdom - Philippians 3:20  “But our 

     citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 

     from there, the Lord Jesus Christ”

             h. ___________ who serve in the  same temple 


 1 Peter 2:5  “You also, like living stones, are being built 

 into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 

 spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

  II. What _________ of church should we be (attend)?

     A.  A Christ _____________ church

          1. Worship focused on the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and 


  living Lord

     B.  A church that emphasizes the ________ _________ in Christ

     C. A church that teaches and preaches the ___________  of God

     D.  A __________ church

          1. John 13:35 "By this all men will know that you are My 


  disciples, if you have love for one another"

     E.  A church with a sense of _____________ “

          “A Great Commission Church” - Matthew 28:19‑20  “Therefore 

          go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

          name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

          teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 

          surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

III. Don't look for the ____________ church

IV. What about church ___________________ ?

   A. Churches were formed in N.T.times 


(See Revelation 1:4 for some examples)

   B. It is an expression of the spiritual ________ that unites 

         Christians with Christ and other Christians

   C. It serves to join God's people together for His  _______________ 

        and service

(Lesson 2 – Scriptures)

Acts 4:12  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.

Matthew 16:18  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

Colossians 1:18  And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

Colossians 1:24  Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.

Revelation 19:7  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.

Revelation 19:8  Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)

Ephesians  2:19  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,

Ephesians  2:20  built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

Ephesians  2:21  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.

Ephesians  2:22  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Luke 15:4  "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?

Luke 15:5  And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders

Luke 15:6  and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.'

2 Timothy 2:3  Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:20  But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,

1 Peter 2:5  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

Matthew 28:19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Matthew 28:20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

(Lesson 2 – Scriptures)

Acts 4:12  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.

Matthew 16:18  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

Colossians 1:18  And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

Colossians 1:24  Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.

Revelation 19:7  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.

Revelation 19:8  Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)

Ephesians  2:19  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,

Ephesians  2:20  built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

Ephesians  2:21  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.

Ephesians  2:22  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Luke 15:4  "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?

Luke 15:5  And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders

Luke 15:6  and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.'

2 Timothy 2:3  Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:20  But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,

1 Peter 2:5  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

Matthew 28:19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Matthew 28:20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

     What is your favorite outside recreation activity?





      What is your favorite outside recreation activity?








