Beginning With Christ - “DRAWING NEAR TO GOD” SERIES
(Lesson 5 ‑ Teacher's Notes)

"WHEN DOES GOD GET EVEN?"

 (HOW DO WE FORGIVE OURSELVES?)

Introduction:  [Thinking back to your childhood, think of a time when you 


    were "let off the hook" for something you did ... when you 


    really deserved to be punished... Who let you off... How did

              
    you feel towards that person?]

Many times new Christians are troubled by their pasts and carry a burdensome baggage of guilt in their hearts.

              [Illustration] woman who was grateful for God's pardon but still felt 


troubled by her past. She confessed to living with 




several men in her past outside of marriage. She was

              

pregnant twice and aborted both babies. She said to the 



pastor, "I know I'm forgiven, but I'm also afraid that one 



of these days God is going to get even!"

              

That fear will surely stunt one's growth. The purpose of 



this lesson is to help lift the burden of guilt off one's 



heart; to help a person have a clear conscience.

I. GOD GETS EVEN AT THE CROSS

   
A. Because our heavenly Father is just, He must punish sin

        

1. He does not say, "I'll just forget all about your sin. Or, I'll 


    ignore the whole thing and pretend it didn't happen."

             

 a. That would be mercy, but not justice.

             

 b. So sin must be punished

  
  B. But God's law was satisfied when Jesus died on the Cross

        

 1. If Christ died for us, for the penalty of our sins, would it be 


     just (or unjust) for God to punish the same crime or sin 


     twice?

        

 2. No, it would be unfair for the Judge of the universe to 


     punish us a second time.

        

 3. Romans 8:1 [Look up] "There is therefore now no          


     condemnation  for those who are in Christ Jesus."

            

a. If you're in Christ, God won't condemn you, because     

                                    He already punished Jesus in your place.              



    [Illustration] Think of an old‑fashioned shower with a 




bucket of water above it. A man gets into the 




shower and pulls the rope. The bucket turns over, 



spilling all its water on him. Now a second man 




steps into that same shower and pulls the rope. 




But he remains perfectly dry, because the water

              


has already been poured out! Jesus is the first 




man, God poured out His wrath on Him for our 




sin. Since by faith we stand in Jesus, there's no

                     


wrath left over for us. There is no need to fear that 



God will get even for He did that 2000 years ago 




at Calvary!

II. WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

   
A. Psalm 103:12 "As far as the east is from the west, so

      
                              far has He removed our transgressions from us"

   
B. Isaiah 43:25 "I, even I, am the one who wipes out

      


      your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not

      


      remember your sins"

   
C. Micah 7:19 "He will tread our inequities underfoot. Yes, You will 



    cast all their sins into the depths of the sea”

   
D. John 1:29 "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the

       


   sin of the world!"

       [Illustration/joke] You heard about the husband who asked his wife 



     why she kept reminding him of a certain sin he had 



     committed years ago.  "You promised to forgive and 



     forget that," he complained. She said, "I have 




     forgiven and forgotten, but I don't want you to forget 



     that I've forgiven and forgotten!"



[the devil is like this wife reminding you… ]




     God got even all right ‑ at the Cross. Then He      



     forgives and forgets!

III. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CONDEMNATION AND DISCIPLINE

   
A. Think of discipline as correction not condemnation

           
1. Discipline is given in love (Hebrews 12:6) "because the Lord 






      disciplines those He loves"

       

2. Condemnation is the outbreak of wrath and is 

    


    reserved for unrepentant rebels

   
B. Discipline proves we're forgiven children of God

       

1. Hebrews 12:7‑8 "Endure hardship as discipline; God is 





treating you as sons. For what son is not

            



disciplined by his father? If you are not

           



disciplined (and everyone undergoes 





discipline), then you are illegitimate 






children and not true sons."

   
C. God disciplines us for our good that we may share His holiness 
  
     (Hebrews 12:9‑10 "Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 




disciplined us and we respected them for it, How 




much more should we submit to the Father of our 




spirits and live! Our fathers disciplined us for a 




little while as they thought best; but God 





disciplines us for our good, that we may share in 




His holiness."

   
D. Condemnation has no redeeming value

        

 [Illustration: it would be like sending a child who had told a lie 



to the electric chair. Rather we choose to 





discipline them by "sending them to there

         



room, etc.]

Application: Forgiving yourself

   
A. How? By looking to the Cross

       

1. Understand that your unwillingness to let yourself off the 


    hook is another sin for which Christ died.

        

2. Take it to the Cross and leave it there.

        

3. Accept God's pardoning love.

  
B. Memorize Romans 8:1

Conclusion: To grow spiritually you must know that God got even with you 


two thousand years ago, when His Son Jesus was punished in 

your place. He unleashed all His wrath on Him. Since your 


faith is in Christ, there is no condemnation ‑ no punishment ‑ 


waiting for you (Romans 8:1). Your conscience can and should 

be free from guilt.

 "When Does God Get Even?"

  (How Do We Forgive Ourselves?)

(#5)

Introduction:

I. God gets even at the _______


A. Because our heavenly Father is ______ , He      
     
     ______       punish sin


B. But God's law was ___________ when Jesus      
     died on the Cross

                Romans 8:1 "...now no ______________ ..."

II. What the _______ says

    
A. Psalm 103:12 "As far as the east is from the 
    
    west, so far has He _________ our 
  

    
    transgressions from us"

    
B. Isaiah 43:25 "I, even I, am the one who 
 
    
    wipes out your transgressions for My own 
    
    sake; and I will not  __________ your sins"

    
C. Micah 7:19 "He will tread our iniquities 
 
    
    underfoot. Yes, You will cast _____ their 

    
    sins into the depths of the sea"


D. John 1:29 "Behold, the Lamb of God who 
     
     _______ ______  the sin of the world!"

III. The difference between condemnation and    






discipline


A. Think of discipline as _____________ not 
     
     
     condemnation


B. Discipline proves we're ___________ 
 
     
     children of God

         

1. Hebrews 12:7‑8


C. God disciplines us for our _______ that we 
     
     may share  His holiness


           1. Hebrews 12:9‑10


D. Condemnation has no _____________ value

Application: Forgiving yourself

    
A. How? By looking to the Cross

         

1. Understand that your unwillingness to 

               let yourself off the hook is another sin 

               for which Christ died.


           2. Take it to the Cross and leave it there.


           3. Accept God's pardoning love.


B. Memorize Romans 8:1

