Beginning With Christ - “DRAWING NEAR TO GOD” SERIES
(Lesson 10 ‑ Teacher's Notes)

 "DESTINATION HEAVEN ‑ AN ENJOYABLE TRIP OR A ROUGH RIDE?"

Introduction: What was the most interesting airplane (or other mode of 



  transportation) flight that you have ever taken?

 [Story of a college freshman on first commercial airlines flight]     

 When asked if he cared for lunch he politely declined the meal thinking he would have to pay for it.  He didn't realize that it was already included in the price of the ticket. While everyone arrived at the same destination the others had a more enjoyable trip than himself.  Their stomachs were satisfied while he was hungry.

This is like two types of Christians. All believers are going to heaven but some enjoy the trip while others make it a tough ride! Does it need to be? Ours is to be an abundant life (John 10:10).

I. THE CARNAL CHRISTIAN

   
A) A person who belongs to Christ but doesn't live like it

         

1) 1 Corinthians 3:1 [Look Up] "Brothers, I could not address 





  you as spiritual but as worldly (carnal) ‑ 





  mere   infants in Christ."

              

a) "brothers", "in Christ" yet worldly (carnal)

    
B) They are not growing spiritually

         

1) 1 Corinthians 3:2‑3 [Look Up] "I gave you milk, not solid 





      food, for you were not yet ready for it. 





      Indeed, you are still not ready. You are 





      still worldly."

              

a) It's natural to be milk fed at birth

              

b) but unnatural to remain an infant

    
C) A carnal Christian is a disappointment to Christ

         

1) v.3 "You are still worldly...Are you not acting like mere 


    men?"

              

a) Paul was saying that they were still, after many years, 



    living like non‑believers!

              

b) They reduce the church's strength

    
D) A carnal Christian is not a victorious believer

         

1) v.3 "For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, 


    are you not worldly (fleshly)?"

              

a) we should be known for our love and unity; John 



    13:35 "By this all men will know that you are my 



    disciples, if you love one another."

    
E) Some symptoms:

         

1) little or no prayer life

         

2) not reading the Bible

         

3) perhaps worrying about problems rather than trusting the 


    Lord to solve them, etc.

II. THE SPIRITUAL CHRISTIAN

   
A) Seeks to see things from God's point of view

         

1) 1 Corinthians 2:15‑16 "The spiritual man makes judgments 


    (appraises things)" ... as if with "the mind of Christ"

         

2) Instead of getting bitter towards God when trials come, they 

    take comfort in the fact that "God works all things together 



    for His good”. (Romans 8:28)




a)  They understand that the Lord is shaping them into 



     the image of christ

    
B) Servants of Christ (1 Corinthians 4:1) [Look Up]

         

1) "entrusted" with the things (truth) of God

         

2) [Read 2 Corinthians 5:15‑21]

    
C) Their character is evidenced by the increasing "fruit of the Spirit" 
  
     (Galatians 5:22‑23) [Look Up]

         

1) [compare the sinful nature to the fruit of the Spirit ‑  



     Gal. 5:16,19‑21 & 22‑23]

    
D) The spiritual Christian is led by and "filled" with  the Holy Spirit

         

1) Ephesians 5:18 "Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 





debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 





Spirit."

              

a) "filled" = when someone is under the Holy Spirit's 




          control

              

b) like being "under the influence" of alcohol

         

2) It's not as if we need more of the HS because we received 


    all there is of Him when we trusted Christ as Savior. But 


    often He doesn't possess all there is of us. (You have all of 


    Him, but does He have all of you?)

  


[Illustration] ‑ Think of a glove and a hand. The glove is 



lifeless by itself. But when the hand fills it, the glove can 


do great things! Now what if the glove is filled with 



paper? There's no room for the hand.  And, as a result, 



the glove can't  fulfill its purpose.

          


You are the glove and the Holy Spirit is the hand. God 



created you to be filled with His Spirit that you might 



bear the "fruit" of His Spirit, living life more abundantly 



(John 10:10). A Christian who makes a difference that 



will last throughout eternity.

Conclusion: All Christians are not the same. There are two kinds ‑ the 


carnal and the spiritual. Both belong to Christ.  But there is an 


enormous difference in their life‑styles. The carnal Christian is 

under the control of his old, sinful nature, while the spiritual 


Christian lives under the control of the Holy Spirit.

Memorize: Galatians 5:22‑23

"Destination Heaven ‑ 

An Enjoyable Trip or A Rough Ride?"
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Introduction: What was the most interesting airplane (or              other mode of transportation) flight that you have ever taken?

I. The ________ Christian

A) A person who belongs to Christ but doesn't 

       

      ______ like it



1) 1 Corinthians 3:1

    
B) They are not __________ spiritually



1) 1 Corinthians 3:2‑3

    
C) A carnal Christian is a disappointment to Christ

    
D) A carnal Christian is not a _____________ 
 
     


     believer

    
E) Some symptoms:

II. The ___________ Christian

    
A) Seeks to see things from _______ point of view



1) 1 Corinthians 2:15‑16 "The spiritual man 


    makes judgments (appraises things)" ... 


    as if with "the mind of Christ"

    
B) __________ of Christ (1 Corinthians 4:1)



1) [Read 2 Corinthians 5:15‑21]

    
C) Their ______________ is evidenced by the 

     


     increasing "fruit of the Spirit"                                     

                (Galatians 5:22‑23)

    
D) The spiritual Christian is led by and 
 
 
      

                "_________" with the Holy Spirit



1) Ephesians 5:18 "Do not get drunk on 


    wine, which leads to debauchery. 



    Instead, be ________ with the Spirit."

            (You have all of Him, but does He have all of

             you?)

Conclusion: 

All Christians are not the same. There are two kinds ‑ the carnal and the spiritual. Both belong to Christ.  

But there is an enormous difference in their life‑styles. The carnal Christian is under the control of his old, sinful nature, while the spiritual Christian lives under the control of the Holy Spirit.

Memorize: Galatians 5:22‑23

