Beginning With Christ - “DRAWING NEAR TO GOD” SERIES
 (Lesson 4 ‑ Teacher's Notes)

CAN I BE SURE OF MY SALVATION?"

  FACTS OR FEELINGS?

Introduction:  [Opening Question: What is a promise that either you have made or someone made to you that "fell threw"?           Discuss: What is a promise?]

Illustration: A woman was sick in the hospital with cancer. A pastor went to visit her and realized that she was a Christian but lacked the assurance that she would go to heaven when she died. The lady had chosen to trust in Christ for her salvation and had invited Him into her life but she had no peace in her heart.

Christians who aren't certain of their relationship with Christ aren't going to have fullness of joy nor are they prepared to freely and fully serve the Lord. We should not be satisfied until we know, without a doubt, we're children of God on the way to heaven.

[Get responses to the 2 diagnostic questions (use 3X5 cards); share the Gospel (EE); give opportunity for people to silently pray to accept Christ as you lead them in prayer; do follow-up visits with those who had “wrong” answers to the diagnostic questions.]

I. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

A. Revelation 3:20 (a promise of God) “Behold, I stand at the door and 




knock [think of that as the door of your heart] ; if anyone




hears My voice and  opens the door, I will come in to 




him, and will dine with him and he with Me.”


1. He promised to come in

B. I John 5:11-13 “And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal

life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has       the life; he who does not have the Son does not have the life.”

1. People who have Jesus living in them possess eternal life             

C. I John 5: 13 [Look up] “These things are written to you who believe in 

the name of the Son of God in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”

1. Note the present tense; our heavenly father wants you to know 

    that you HAVE eternal life!

2. It doesn’t say, “hope, think, wish, suppose, or dream”

D. John 6:47 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.”


1. There’s no “wishing” or “hoping” here. We have it! Our Lord’s 


     word’s couldn’t be any clearer!

II. WHAT ABOUT THOSE TIMES WHEN I DON’T FEEL LIKE A CHRISTIAN?


A. It doesn’t change a thing regarding our destiny. It’s not our feelings that


     settle the issue but rather the facts of God’s Word.


Illustration: of a train to show the proper place of feelings [have students 

draw a picture of a train comprised of an engine, coal car, and a caboose]

“engine” = faith which is inspired or fuel by

“coal car” = facts (or promises) of God’s Word 

“caboose” = feelings

* faith should not be based on feelings but on the Word of God

* move ahead in faith based on the promises of God and the          

  feelings will follow

“So faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God” 








Romans 10:17

III. SO WHAT IS THE TRUE NATURE OF “SAVING FAITH”?


A. It’s not just a “head knowledge” that Jesus existed


    Illustration: Suppose I ask a man, “Do you believe in communism?” If he




    answers “yes”, that could imply one of two things. 




          1) He might mean that he believes communism exists, or





2) He might mean that he is a communist

What an enormous difference! You know communism exists      but that doesn’t mean you are one!

1) faith or believing the truth that God exists or that Jesus lived and               

    died doesn’t  make a person a Christian

a) even the demons believe!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     “You believe in God, you do well, even the demons believe and      shudder.”                    James 2:19

b) they certainly aren’t going to heaven because they neither   love Him or are dedicated to Him

B. To believe or trust in Christ is to love Him and place our whole life into                                     

     His care; it’s an act of the will 



Illustration: EE “chair illustration” = resting in Christ



1. And, our response to God should be one of love and gratitude for     



    what Christ has done for us

Illustration: a President of Princeton who said, “When I 

realized what Christ had done for me, the rest of my life was like a ‘PS’ saying ‘thank you’ for what You did for me!”

Conclusion: If you are trusting in Christ as your personal Savior, and if this faith 

results in a sincere love for Him and commitment to Him, then our heavenly Father wants you to know that you are His child. And if you should die today, you would go to be with Him in heaven.

If this is the case for you, go in the joy of the assurance of your eternal destiny!

If not, it can be by simply praying from the sincerity of your heart, asking Jesus to come into your life to forgive you for your sins and trusting or yielding your life into His care.

Assurance verses:






John 3:16





    “    10:27-30





Galatians 5:1-5





I Corinthians 3:10-15





Acts 4:12





Romans 1:16

“Can I be Sure of My Salvation?”

Facts or Feelings?

(# 4)

Introduction:

I.   What does the __________ say?

A.   Revelation 3:20   (a ________ of  God)   “Behold, I    

stand  at the door and knock [think of that as the          door of your heart]; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him , and will dine with him, and he with Me.”

     B.   I John 5:11-13      “And the witness is this, that 

           God has given us eternal life, and this life is in

His ____________.  He who  has the  ________  has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.”

     C.   I John 5:13   [Look up] “that you may _______. . .”

     D.  John 6:47 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who

                              believes ________ eternal life.”

II.  What about those times when I don’t ______________   

     like a Christian?

     A.   It doesn’t change a thing regarding our destiny.  

            It’s not our feelings that settle the issue, but   

            rather the __________ of God’s Word.

     B.   Illustration of the _________________

              *  faith should not be based on feelings but  

                 facts.

                      o              O     o          o    o          o

III. So what is the true ________ of “saving faith”?

     A.   It’s not just a  “head knowledge” that Jesus  

            existed.

     B.   To believe or trust in Christ is to love Him and 

            place your whole life into His care;  it’s an act of  

            the __________.

Application: If this is the case for you, go in the joy  of

the ___________ of your eternal destiny! (If this is not the case for you, it can be, by                

                      simply praying from the sincerity of your           

                      heart, asking Jesus to come into your life  

                      to forgive you for your sins and by trusting   

                      or yielding your life into His care.) 

Assurance verses:






John 3:16





    “    10:27-30





Galatians 5:1-5





I Corinthians 3:10-15





Acts 4:12





Romans 1:16

