Beginning With Christ - “DRAWING NEAR TO GOD” SERIES

(Lesson 11 ‑ Teacher's Notes)

          "LORD, DO I REALLY NEED TO BE BAPTIZED?"


Introduction: 

The concept of "baptism" is quite foreign to our culture. To many new Christians it comes as surprise and a challenge. In this session we will look at the Bible to see what God has said about baptism and how that might apply to you.

I. I'VE HEARD IT SAID THAT BAPTISM IS COMMANDED BY CHRIST, IS   









         THAT TRUE?


A. Mark 16:15,16 "He (Jesus) said to them, "Go into all the world and 
  
                             preach the good news to all creation. Whoever 



       believes and is baptized will be saved, but




       whoever does not believe will be condemned.”

         

1. also Matthew 28:19 “Go and make disciples, baptizing …” 

II. DID JESUS EVEN MODEL BAPTISM FOR US?


A. Matthew 3:13‑17   Jesus sets  the example


          
B. Baptism was a common practice in those days. It was like taking 
  
     an oath or pledge of allegiance

III. BAPTISM DEFINED AND CLARIFIED


A. In our church we consider baptism as an ordinance or divine 
  
    instruction to be administered by His church as an outward, 
  
     
    visible sign (testimony)  of a believer's inner experience of God's 


    saving grace.



B. It does not mean that we are saved by baptism



1. John 1:12 [Look Up]



2. Luke 23:42,43  [Look Up]




a) The thief on the cross was saved without it


C. It is the outer, public confession of Christ as Savior and Lord



1. Acts 2:38 - “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every 




one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that 




your sins may be forgiven.  And you will receive 




the gift of  the Holy Spirit.’”               




a) It is the final act of the "repentance‑ belief‑baptism" 



     response to the Gospel


D. It signifies our identification with Christ in His saving act, i.e., 
     
    death and resurrection unto new life



1. Romans 6:3,4 - “Or don’t you know that all of us who were 




baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 




his death?  We were therefore buried with Him 




through baptism into death in order that, just as 




Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 



of the Father, we too may live a new life.”


E. It symbolizes our identification with the Church

         

1. 1 Corinthians 12:12,13 - “The body is a unit, thought it is 




made up of many parts; and though all its parts 




are many, they form one body.  So it is with 





Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into 



one body- -whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free 




- and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

    
F. It symbolizes the baptism of the Holy Spirit who comes reside in 

    the new believer

         

1. Mark 1:8 - “I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you 



    with the Holy Spirit”

IV. HOW IS BAPTISM ADMINISTERED?


A. The Greek word for baptism used in the New Testament is 
 
  
     "baptizo" meaning to dip or immerse

         

1. As when a garment was dipped into liquid for dyeing



2. Or the drawing of wine by dipping the cup into the bowl

              [Illustration] When a red garment is dipped into bleach it comes 



    out white. Likewise, baptism is symbolic to the sin in 



    our lives being washed away when we trust in Christ.


B. We see baptism by immersion depicting or “picturing” the 
 
 
    believers identity with Christs’ death on the cross, His burial, and 
  
    His resurrection or victory over the power of sin.   Romans 6:3,4


C. Baptism was in the Jordan River, Mark 1:5, where there was 

     
     sufficient water to immerse individuals

V. WHAT'S THE PROCEDURE FOR BEING BAPTIZED IN OUR CHURCH?


A. By checking “Desire Information About Baptism” in the  


   
    Registration  Pad, or notifying one of the pastors, or contacting 



    the  church office 


B. The Senior pastor will meet with those who are interested for a 


     brief interview and to give instructions 


C. It is offered 4 times during the year (once a quarter)


D. You are encouraged to invite your friends and

                relatives to attend the service to witness your baptism


           "Lord, Do I Really Need To Be Baptized?"      (#11)


I. I've Heard It Said That Baptism Is _____________ by Christ, Is That True?

    A. Mark 16:15,16 "He (Jesus) said to them, "Go into all the world and 
        preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is 
        ___________ will be  saved, but whoever does not believe will be  
       condemned.

         1. Matthew 28:19

II. Did Jesus Even _________ Baptism For Us?

    A. Matthew 3:13‑17   Jesus sets the example

 

   B. A common practice in those days

III. Baptism ____________ and Clarified

    A. An outward, visible sign of a believer's inner experience of 

        God's saving grace


    B. It does not mean that we are _________ by baptism

         1. John 1:12

         2. Luke 23:42,43

a) The thief on the cross

    C. It is the outer, ________ confession of Christ as Savior

         1. Acts 2:38 “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
              in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.  And you 
              will receive the gift of  the Holy Spirit.’”
    D. It signifies our identification with _________ in His saving act, 
          i.e., death and resurrection

         1. Romans 6:3,4 “Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized 
               into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore 
               buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
               was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
              live a new life.”
    E. It symbolizes our identification with the _________

         1. 1 Corinthians 12:12,13 “The body is a unit, thought it is made up of 

many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body.  So 
               it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body- -
               whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free - and we were all given the one 
              Spirit to drink.”
    F. It symbolizes the baptism of the _______ ________

         1. Mark 1:8 “I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the 
               Holy Spirit”
IV. How Is Baptism Administered?

    A. The Greek word for baptism used in the New Testament is  

        "baptizo" meaning to ______ or  immerse

           1. As when a garment was dipped into liquid for dyeing

    B. We see the figure or "picture" of Christs’ ____________ and 

         resurrection (Romans 6:3,4)

    C. Baptism was in the Jordan River, Mark 1:5

Conclusion: What's The ____________ For Being Baptized In Our 

        Church?

 
A. check “Desire Information About Baptism” in the Registration Pad, or  

                   notifying one of the pastors, or contacting the church office 


B. The Senior pastor will meet with those who are interested for a brief 
  
                   interview and to give instructions 


C. It is offered 4 times during the year (once a quarter)


D. You are encouraged to invite your friends and relatives to attend the 
 
     service to witness your baptism





  Tell us about one of the most difficult things that you       


  were asked to do in a public setting?


				or


  How do you react when you are asked to do something  


  you don’t want to do?








       (Pair up with another person and answer)    Read Matthew 3:13-17





“What do you think”


      Picture yourself watching this scene from a rowboat:


	( What do you see and hear?


	( How does this make you feel?


	( In what ways do you “see” God in this situation?


	( What might this tell you about Christs internal spiritual 


	  experience?














   


      (Turn to another person) 			Read Acts 2:38-41


			Who should be baptized? (v.41)





     


    ( Have you followed the Lord in Baptism?


      		If not: 


   ( What steps might God have you take this week to further  


      determine if He would have you take this public profession?


   ( What answers do you need; questions you have?


	








    Tell us about one of the most difficult things you had to do in   


    a public setting?


				  or


    How do you react when you are asked to do something 


    you don’t want to do?





	(pair up with another person)	Read Matthew 3:13-17





 What do you Think:


     Picture yourself watching this scene from a row boat:


	( What do you see and Hear?


	( How does this make you feel?


	( In what ways do you “see” God in the situation?


	( What might this tell you about Christs’ internal


	   spiritual experience?	





     (turn to another person) 	         Read Acts 2:38-41


	


		Who should be baptized? (v. 41)








	( Have you followed the Lord in Baptism?


     If not:


            ( What steps might God have you take this week to                    


               further determine if He would have you make this


               public profession?	


            ( What answers do you need;  questions do you have?








