Beginning With Christ - “DRAWING NEAR TO GOD” SERIES

(Lesson 13 ‑ Teacher's Notes)

      "I'D LIKE TO GET INVOLVED, BUT WHERE DO I START?

Introduction: [If there were a job or position that you could have (other than 

  what you presently do) what would it be?  Why?] 



  Rhetorical question: Do you want your life to count for 






     Christ?

Jesus said that anyone who desires to follow Him must "take up his cross daily" (Luke 9:23). In the first century, the cross was used for one thing ‑ killing people.  It was an instrument of death. Jesus Himself was executed on one. Therefore, to take up your cross as a follower of Christ means you're willing to die for Him. That's commitment!  Our Lord wants us to be willing to go to the limit for Him.

But what are you committing to the Lord? What do you have to offer to Him? What should I consider in becoming involved in serving the Lord?

In the New Testament, besides being called believers, brethren, saints, servants, sheep, soldiers, etc., Christians are also called "stewards". Today we will look at how we can and are responsible to) become involved in serving the Lord.

I. A STEWARD IS A MANAGER OF A HOUSEHOLD OR ESTATE TO WHOM                      
IS ENTRUSTED VARIOUS GOODS TO BE USED OR INVESTED FOR      
THEIR OWNER’S PURPOSES AND PROFIT.


Illustration] A hiredhand who is put in charge of taking care of the 


          farm while the owner is away on vacation.


A. The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14‑30)

        

1. We have been entrusted with certain "goods" to invest for 


    His purposes: spiritual gifts, time, and financial/material 


    resources.

II. SPIRITUAL GIFTS .  WOW! WHERE DO I GET THEM?

   
A. I Peter 4:10,11

   
B. Romans 12:4‑6a (7‑8; ministry gifts)

   
C. Ephesians 4:11,12  positions to prepare God's people for works of 
   
    service

   
D. I Corinthians 12:1‑6,11 (7‑10; manifestations of gifts)


E. Definition ‑ A God‑given spiritual capacity arising out of the grace 
 
                        of God and given for service.

   
F. They are given universally, "to each one" I Cor.12:7


G. Why are they given by God? "for the common good"  I Cor. 12:7

   
H. They are given " selectively " I Cor. 12:11

III. WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT OUT “TIME” ?

  
A. The importance to God (Ephesians 5:15‑17)

  
B. The Lord's Day (Exodus 20:8‑11)

        

- a time set apart for God in keeping with His character

   
C. In general, because of God's mercy towards you (Romans 12:1,2)

IV. WHAT ARE THE BIBLICAL INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING OUR GIVING?

  
A. I Corinthians 16:1,2  It should be regular , by all,  and as God has 
   
                                       prospers us.

  
B. What is to be our attitude in giving?

        

1. II Corinthians 9:6‑8 (cheerfully)


C. God's promise and the church's benefit

         

1. Malachi 3:8‑10  (God's blessing)

   
D. Various funds in our church

         

1. General fund

        

2. Building "

        

3. Missions "

V. WHAT OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE ARE THERE?

   
A. Children's minitries (summarize)

   
B. Youth ministries     (   "     )

   
C. Adult ministries     (   "     )

   
D. Outreach

"I'd Like To Get Involved, But Where Do I Start?    
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I. A steward is a __________ of a household or estate to  

   whom   is entrusted various goods to be used or 

   invested for their ___________ purposes and profit.

    A. The Parable of the ___________ (Matthew 25:14‑30)

         1. We have been entrusted with certain "goods" to

            __________ for His purposes: spiritual gifts,

            time, and financial/material resources.

II. Spiritual ________ . Wow! Where do I get them?

    A. I Peter 4:10,11

    B. Romans 12:4‑6a (7‑8; ministry gifts)

    C. Ephesians 4:7,8

    D. I Corinthians 12:1‑6,11 (7‑10; manifestations)

    E. Definition ‑ A God‑given spiritual capacity arising

       out of the _________ of God and given for service.

    F. They are given _____________ "to each one" 

         I Cor.12:7

    G. Why are they given by God? "for the common 

         good"

         I Cor. 12:7

    H. They are given " _________________ " I Cor. 12:11

III. What does God say about our " _________ "?

    A. The ________________ to God (Ephesians 5:15‑17)

    B. The Lord's Day (Exodus 20:8‑11)

    C. In general, because of God's mercy towards you

        (Romans 12:1,2)

IV. What are the Biblical instructions regarding our    

      _____________ ?

    A. I Corinthians 16:1,2  It should be ______________ ,

        by all, and as God has _______________ us.

    B. What is to be our ______________ in giving?

         1. II Corinthians 9:6‑8

    C. God's promise and the church's benefit

         1. Malachi 3:8‑10

    D. Various funds (General; Building; Missions)

V. What opportunities for _____________ are there?

