Beginning With Christ - “DRAWING NEAR TO GOD” SERIES

(Lesson 8 ‑ Teacher's Notes)

   "I'VE TRIED TO LIVE FOR CHRIST ‑ BUT IT DIDN'T WORK!"


Introduction:
All to often, in talking with new Christians, we hear confessions that go like this, "Yes, I've received Christ as my Savior but nothing ever came of it. I tried to live for Christ, but it didn't work."

Whenever on utters these words, you know that they are living in spiritual defeat. This causes great frustration for there is only one person who can live as a Christian should ‑ that is, Jesus. In this lesson we will see that

honoring God with our lives is to let Christ ‑ who has come to live in you ‑ live through you.

I. WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

   
A. Philippians 4:13 The apostle Paul wrote, "I can do all things 





 through Him who strengthens me."

    
B. Hebrews 13:20‑21 it is "the God of peace" who is "working in us 





  that which is pleasing in His sight."

    
C. Ephesians 3:20  teaches that God "is able to do exceeding 





abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,

       



according to the power that works within us."

II. THE FULFILLING CHRISTIAN LIFE ISN'T A MATTER OF BRUTE     

    DETERMINATION! IT'S A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST

LIVING IN AND THROUGH YOU.


A. If you've been trying your best to live for Christ ‑ forget it ‑ only 
 
    Christ can please the heavenly Father.


B. [Look Up & Read John 15:1-17] John 15:4‑5,11 speaks of a 
 
 
    relationship that will bring about "fruit" and joy as we allow Christ 
 
    to live through us


    
C. [Hudson Taylor ‑ missionary] "I used to ask God to help me. Then 
 
     I asked if I might help Him. I ended up by asking Him to do His 

     work through me."

    
D. [Donald Barnhouse ‑ Bible teacher] "It is not what you do for 
 
     Christ that counts; it's what you let Him do through you!" (use a 

     personal illustration)

III. SO WHAT'S OUR “JOB”?


A. To quit trying to live for Jesus and simply become a channel 

     through which He can live His own life

    
B. Galatians 2:20 Paul said, "I have been crucified with Christ; and it 

     is no longer I who live, but Christ  who lives in me"

         

1. Stop trying to "imitate" Christ (or simply following a book of 
              "do's and don'ts)

         

2. Yield to  your “friend”, the indwelling Christ that He might 


    live His life and love through us

         

3. Look up Revelation 3:20


IV. WHAT ABOUT THE COMMANDS OF THE BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN   
  

      DISCIPLINE?

   
A. "strive, wrestle, train, make every effort, be disciplined" (e.g.  

                reading Bible, prayer, etc.)

         

1. These speak of our attitude of yieldness to the spirit of God 


    which allows us to respond to His leadings (the Bible helps 


    us to understand who is the Christ that lives within - a  

                          primary means in developing our relationship with Christ)

         

2. Labor for the Lord ‑ but in His strength

         

3. [Illustration] Suppose you have a serious illness.  Your 


           doctor prescribes some pills for you and says, "Be 



sure to take these every four hours.  If you do, you'll get 



well." You don't want to remain ill, so you discipline 



yourself to follow his orders. You live on schedule of 



taking the pills every four hours around the clock. You 



even get up at midnight and four in the morning.  And 



sure enough, you get well. Now then, what was the 



power that brought about your healing? Was it your 



personal discipline? No, it was the medicine! And so it 



is in our Christian lives. God commands us to be 




disciplined. But it's not our practice of discipline that 



brings spiritual growth.  It's the power of the indwelling 

     

Christ.

V. UNLEASHING GOD'S POWER IN YOUR LIFE ‑ SURRENDER


A. Make this commitment in prayer: 


"Lord Jesus, I surrender the control of my body over to You. I want 
You to look through my eyes. From now on You will think through 

my mind. My ears will now be Your ears. Use my tongue as Your 
mouthpiece. Here are my hands. Reach out to other people by 
means of them. And I ask You to love through my heart. May it be 
Your 
feelings and emotions that motivate me."


B. Remember the "old nature" doesn't like to give in that easily that's      
    why Jesus said that His followers must "take up their crosses 
     
    daily" Luke 9:23 (Make a conscious commitment each day to be a 

    channel through which Jesus can bear His own fruit of holiness 
        
    and love)


C. Ask, "Lord, what would You desire to do through me in this 


    situation?” Then let Him live out through you.

Conclusion:


- in unison pray through the above commitment   

  "I've Tried To Live For Christ ‑ But It Didn't Work!"    #8


I. What the Bible Says

    
A. Philippians 4:13 The apostle Paul wrote, "I can do   

    all things through Him who   ______________  me."

    
B. Hebrews 13:20‑21 it is "the God of peace  who is" 
 
    ________ in us that which is pleasing in His sight."

    
C. Ephesians 3:20  teaches that God "is able to do

       
    exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask of Him 
    according to the ________ that works within us."

II. The fulfilling Christian life isn't a matter of brute  

    determination!

    It's a personal _______________ with Christ living in and

    through you.


A. Trying your best to live for Christ ‑forget it ‑only 
    

                Christ can please the heavenly Father.

 
B. [Look Up & Read John 15:1-17] John 15:4‑5,11 
   

                 speaks of a relationship that will bring about "fruit" 

                 and joy as we allow Christ to live ___________ us


  III. So what's your “JOB”?

    
A. To quit trying to live _____ ________ and  become 
     
     a channel through which He can live His own life


B. Galatians 2:20 Paul said, "I have been crucified with   
    Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ who 

    lives in me"


    1.  ________ to your ”Friend”, the indwelling Christ

    
    2. Look up Revelation 3:20


IV.  What about the commands of the Bible and Christian                              

       discipline?

    
A. "strive, wrestle, train, make every effort, be

       
     disciplined" (e.g. reading Bible, prayer, etc.)

         

1. These speak of our ______________ of 
                                                  

                           yieldness

         

2. Labor for the Lord ‑ but in His strength

V. How do I unleash God's power in my life? (surrender)


A. Make this commitment in prayer: 

"Lord Jesus, I surrender the control of my body over to You. I want You to look through my eyes. From now on You will think through my mind. My ears will now be Your ears. Use 
     my tongue as Your mouthpiece. Here are my hands. Reach out to other people by means of them. And I ask You to love through my heart. May it be Your feelings and emotions that motivate me."


B. Remember the "old nature"

    
C. Ask, "Lord, what would You desire to do through 
me in this situation? Then let Him live out through 


you.

     As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?


				    or


    What plant best describes you now:  Towering Oak?


    Weeping Willow?  Tumbleweed?  Crab Apple Tree?


				Explain.





     (Pair up with another person)                                      “What do you think?”


	( Who represents the “Vine”?


	( Who are the “Branches”?


	( What does Jesus command? (v. 12)


	( How much has Jesus loved you? (v. 13)


	( How’s your “fruit” (love for others): Grade A-1? Juicy? Green?


	   Wormy?  Why?


	( Do you feel more like Jesus’ servant or his beloved friend?





     (Pair up with another person)	Rev. 3:20 		“What do you think?”


   ( Who was the last person(s) you invited over for dinner?


   ( What does God mean by “I will come in and eat with him, and he with   


      me”?


   ( How far off or close is God in your life: Outer Space? Next door?


      Knocking at my door? Had lunch with Him today!!





     ( What situations in your life could you use Gods’ insight and wisdom


       this week?


    ( In what way could you use Christ to live through you this week?





     As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?          				or


    What plant best describes you now:       


                        Towering Oak? Weeping Willow? 


                        Tumbleweed? Crab Apple Tree?           Explain.





        (Pair up with another person)     “What do you think?”


	( Who represents the “Vine”?


	( Who are the “Branches”?


	( What does Jesus command? (v. 12)


	( How much has Jesus loved you? (v. 13)


	( How’s your “fruit” (love for others): Grade A-1?


	   Juicy?  Green?  Wormy?  Why?


	( Do you feel more like Jesus’ servant or his


	   beloved friend?





    Rev.3:20 				“What do you think?”


 ( Who was the last person/people you invited over for  dinner?


 ( What does God mean by “I will come in and eat with Him, and


    he with me”?


 ( How far off or close is God in your life: Outer space? Next            


    door?  Knocking at my door?  Had lunch with Him today!!





  ( What situations in your life could you use God’s insight  


     and wisdom this week?


  ( In what way could you use Christ to live through you this 


     week?








