Beginning With Christ - “DRAWING NEAR TO GOD” SERIES
   (Lesson 12 ‑ Teacher's Notes)

  "LORD, WHY AM I HERE?"
Introduction: [What is one of the most unbelievable events that you have 
   
           witnessed? On a scale of 1‑10 (1 = not too well, 10 = very well), 

how well do you feel you understand what your purpose            

in life is supposed to be?]

The Christian's purpose in life is quite specific. Some believers who call themselves The Navigators put it: "Our purpose in life is to know Christ and to make Him known."

I. WHAT GOAL SHOULD WE SET FOR OURSELVES IN LIFE?
   
A. To Know Christ

         

1. Philippians 3:10  The apostle Paul said, "I want

           
    to know Christ..."

              

a. Paul had been a believer nearly 30 years

                 

    when he said this!

             

 b. You might be thinking that since you're a

                 

     Christian you already know Christ...true,

                 

     but... because Jesus is the infinite God,

                     

    we human beings can never know Him fully

                   [Illustration] Do you know America? Maybe you have lived here 




for awhile... know all 50 states and capitals... even

                  


visited them. But you could spend the rest of your 



life exploring America's lakes, canyons, forests, 




caves,  farmlands, rivers and mountains, etc..

                  


The U.S. has over 250 million people,                




most of whom you've never met... in a                  




very real sense, we don't know America.

              

c. There is always more to discover about Christ


    
B. What is the " eternal life " that Jesus gives?

         

1. John 17:3 "that they may know You (God/Christ)"

         

2. God has revealed Himself in the Bible; that means He wants 


     to be known!

         

3. While we can't know the Lord completely, we can

            
     know Him well

II. WHAT WILL BRING ME THE GREATEST JOY IN MY CHRISTIAN LIFE?

    
A. To Make Him Known

         

1. The privilege of introducing someone to the Lord Jesus



2. Many are not sharing their faith; they may be consistent in

               church attendance, prayer, Bible reading, but not making 


    Him known

              [Illustration] ... like a person who eats a lot but doesn't exercise... 



       out of shape... need to do both. Christians need to 



       take in but also give out... reading Bible etc.

              

       balanced with proper spiritual exercise which

                                       occurs when we share our faith, knowledge, and

                                       love of Christ with other. "The Gospel is not

                                       just something to go to church to hear, but to

                                       go from church to tell!"

    
B. What was Jesus' first command to His disciples?

         

1. Mark 1:17 "Come, follow Me, Jesus said, and I will make you 

                        fishers of men"

    
C. Well, what about His last command, what was it?

         

 1. Mark 16:15 "Go into all the world and preach the

            


     good news to all creation."

    
D. How about His last words before ascending into heaven?

         

1. Acts 1:8 "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 



          comes on you; and you will be my  witnesses in 




Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 




the ends of the earth."

         

2. When you trusted Christ and received the gift of eternal life, 


    why didn't He immediately take you home to heaven?


E. Is it natural to want to tell others about their faith in Christ?

         

1. John 1:40‑42 [Look Up]

   
F. Ok, what's it really mean to "witness"?

         

1. The word "witness" means to bear testimony, to give a 


    first‑hand account of an event, to declare publicly your 


    belief. (His love, forgiveness, peace, life changing 



    power, etc.)

              

a. Telling what Jesus has done for us and what He can 



    do for them

         

2. A distinction: we are not called to be a lawyer, but a 



    witness.

         

3. Also a living testimony, i.e., how we live

III. HOW ABOUT SOME EXAMPLES FROM SCRIPTURE?

   
A. Even when told not to ‑ Acts 4:18‑20

   
B. In the face of persecution ‑ Acts 1:1‑4

   
C. As modeled for us by a layman, Philip ‑ Acts 8:26‑40

  
D. (Read the Book of Acts!)

IV. ANY OTHER REASONS I SHOULD BE A WILLING WITNESS?
   
A. There are born approximately 138,000 more lost people into the 
   
     world yesterday!

        

1. (1 million per week, 52 million per year)

        

2. A line consisting of the lost people would circle the earth 30 


    times!

    
B. Why try? That seems to be a hopeless task!

         

[Illustration] A man was walking the beach ... where there were 



thousands of starfish washed up... he began 




tossing starfish back into the ocean. Someone 




came along and said, "That's a hopeless task. 




What good could you possibly be doing?" The

         



first man having just thrown a starfish into the

         



water, replied, "To that one starfish, I just did a

         



lot of good!"  ("... you are worth more than many

         



sparrows" Luke 12:7)

V. LIKE MANY CHRISTIANS, I KNOW I SHOULD SHARE MY FAITH, BUT I 








DON’T KNOW HOW!

   
A. The church offers a 16 week training course on witnessing called 

    E-vangelism E ‑xplosion (EE). I would invite and urge you to enroll 
  
   that you might become better equipped to witness

    
B. Develop a "testimony"

        

1. "Before ‑ how you received eternal life ‑ After"

    
C. Begin praying for unsaved friends, relatives, associates, and 
 
     neighbors for opportunities to witness to them


D. Develop a life‑style of witnessing and discover one of the greatest 
     joys in the Christian life

  "Lord, Why Am I Here?"              

(#12)

I. What ________ should we set ourselves in life?

    A. To ________ Christ

         1. Philippians 3:10  The apostle Paul said, "I want

             to _______ Christ..."

              a. There is always more to discover

    B. What is the " __________ _______ " that Jesus 

         gives?

         1. John 17:3 "that they may _____ You 

                                (God/Christ)"

II. What will bring me the greatest ___ in my Christian 

    life?

    A. To Make Him ________

         1. The _________ of introducing someone to the 

             Lord

    B. What was Jesus' ________ command to His 

        disciples?

         1. Mark 1:17 "Come, follow Me, Jesus said, and I

             will make you ___________ of men"

    C. Well, what about His _______ command, what was 

         it?

         1. Mark 16:15 "Go into all the world and preach the

            _______ _______ to all creation."

    D. How about His _______ ________ before His 

        ascention?

         1. Acts 1:8 "But you will receive power when the

             Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my

            ______________ in Jerusalem, and in all Judea

            and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

    E. Is it __________ to want to tell others about Christ?

         1. John 1:40‑42 [Look Up]

    F. Ok, what's it really _______ to "witness"?

III. How about some ___________ from Scripture?

    A. Even when told not to ‑ Acts 4:18‑20

    B. In the face of persecution ‑ Acts 1:1‑4

    C. As modeled for us by a layman, Philip ‑ Acts 

         8:26‑40

    D. (Read the Book of Acts!)

IV. Any other reasons I should be a ___________ 

      witness?

    A. Approximately ___________ more lost people each 

        day

V. Like many Christians, I know I should share my faith, 

     but   I don't know ______ !

    A. __vangelism __xplosion

    B. Develop a "testimony"

         1. "Before ‑ how you received eternal life ‑ After"

    C. Begin ___________ for unsaved ... for opportunities

